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' DECLARATION 


FROM THE. 
~-HARMLES & INNOCENT 
| People of GOD, called | S, 


QUAKE! 


Againf all 


Plotters and. Fighters in tbe, W orld: 


For the removing of the ground: of Fecitutie’ and 
Sufpition from both Magiftrates and People in 


the Kingdoms, concerning VWars and Fightings. 
And alfo fomething in Anfwer to that C laule of the 


King’s late Proclamation, . which mentions thé 
QUAKERS, to clear them from the Plor 


. and Fighting, which therein is mentioned,and for 


the Cheating: their i innocenicy; 


: . ; . > 


This Dedede was given unto the Ki. m8 > upon the 2%, da of of. 


the 11th. Month, 1660. 


UrPrinciple is,and our Practices have always been; 
to feek peace, and enfue it, and to follow after 


righteoufnefs, "and the knowledge of God, feeking 
the Good and Well-fare, and doing. that which 


‘tends tothe: peace of All. Wee know that.Warres and 
_ Fightings proceed from the Lufts of men, as Fam.4.1,2,3. 


out of which Lufts the Lord hath redeemed us; And fo out 
7 AD 


of 


of the Occafion of Warsthe occafion of whichWar,an 


ss and Fight for the King 


nor for the Kingdoms of. this World. 
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War it felf (wherein envious men, who are lovers of them- 


felves more then lovers.of God, lult, kil; and defireto have 


mens Lives or Eftates ) arifeth from the Luft. All bloody 

Principles & Practifes we(as to our own particular) do ut- 

terly deny,with all outward wars & ftrife,& fightings with _ 

outward Weapons, for anyend, or under any prétence 
And whereasitis obje&ted;. yeah 

But although you-now fay; 7 har you cannot Fightynor.take 


whatfoever. And this is out feftimony to the whole world. 


tp Arms at all, yet 1f'the Spirit do move you, then yon wil chinge 


Anfwer; As for this, We fay to you, That Chrift faid to 
Perer,Purup thy Swordie his placesthough he had faid before, 
he thathad noSword might fell his Coat'& buy one(to the 
fulfilling of the Lawand Scripture ) yet after when he had 
bid him putit up, he faid, He that taketh the Sword, hall per- 
ifb with the Sword, And farther, Chrift {aid to Peter » Lhink- 
eft thou that T cannot nom pray tomy Fathers and he {hall prefent - 
Ly give me more then. twelve Legions of Angels? And this mighe 
fatisfie Peter, Lu,22.36, atter he had put up his Sword,when 
he faid to him, He that took it, (bould peri{h by itywhich fatis- 
feth us, AZar.26.§1,52,5 34: and inithe Revelations it’s. faid, 


your Principle,and henge will [ell your Coat, and bay.a Swap dy 
10 a PP etl 


| He that kills with the Sword,{hall perifh with the Swordsand here 


2s the Faith and the Patience of the Saints; and fa: Chrift’sKing- 
dom is not of this World, therefore do not his Servants. 
Fight, as he cold-Priate the Magiftrate, who crucifiedhim: _ 
And did they not look upon Chrift as a raifer of Sedition? 
And didnot he fay, Forgive them? But thusit is, that. we are — 
numbred amongit Tranfgreffors , and numbred amongtt. 
Fighters, that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, -; 

That Spirit of Chrift by which weare guided,is not change: 
able,fo asonce to command us from a thing as evil,8& again 
to moveuntoit; And we do certainly know, 8 fo teftifie to: 
the World, that the Spirit of Chrift which leads us.into,all 
Froth, wil never moveus to fight and war apainft any, man 


wit h outward Weapons neither for the Kingdom of Chrift, 


Firft,. 


ete. ee RT ee 


.  Piyp, Becanfe the Kingdom of Chrift, God wil exale ace 
cording to his promife, and caufe it to grow and flourifh in 
righteoufnels, wot by might, nox by power of outward (word, 
but by my fpirit, faith the Lord, Zech, 4.6. So thofe that ufe 
any Weapon to fight for Chrilt, or for the eftablithing of 
his Kingdom or Government , both the Spirit, Principle 
and Practice in that, we deny. | | 

Secondly; And as for the Kingdoms of this World, we can- 
not covet them; much lefs can we fight for them 5: but wedo 
‘earnettly defire and wait, That (by che Word of God’s Po- 
wer, andits effectual operation inthe hearts of men) the 

“Kingdomsof this World may beco the Kingdoms of the 
Lord, and of his Chrift, thac he t Role and Reignin 
mea, by his Spirit and Truth, that thereby all people out of 
all- different Judgements and Profeffions, might be broughe 
jatofove and“unity with God, and one with another ; and 
that they might allcome to witnefs'theProphets words,who 
{aid, Nation {hall not lift up Sword againft Nation neither (hall 
they learn War any more, Tfa.2.4,Mich.4.3- 0 99 7 | 
So we, whom the Lord hath called into the obedience of 
his Truth,have denyed Wars aodEightingsjand cannot again 
~ Any mote learn it. And this isacerctain Teftimony unto all 

- the world, of the truth of our hearts in this ‘particular; 
That.as God perfwadeth every man’s heart to believe, fo 
they may receive it; For we have not(as fome others)gone 
about cunningly with devifed Fables: Nor: have we ever 
denyed in Practice, what we have profefs’din Principle, buc 
in fincerity arid cruth, and by the Word of God have wela- 
boured to be made manifeft unto all men, that both we and 
pur wayes might be witnefsed in the hearts of all people: 

And whereasall manner of Evil hath been falfly fpoken 
of us, Weehereby fpeake forth the plain Truth of our 
hearts, to takeaway the occafion of that offence,that fo we 
being innocent,rmay not fuffer for other mens offences,nor ° 

_ be made a prey upon by the wills of men, for thatof which 
wee were never guilty; but in the uprightneffe of our 
hearts we may,under the Power ordained of God, for the 
punifhment of Evil-doers, and for the praife of them “eh 
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do weil, live a peaceable and godly life, in all godlinefs and Se 
honefty; for although we have always fuffer’d, anddonow — 
more abundantly fuffer,yet we know that it’s for righceout. 
nefs fake ; For our rejoicing ts this, the Teftimony of our Cons 
| ferences, that 1n fimplicityand godly fincerity , not with flefbly 
1) ease ata wifdome, but by the Grace of God y we have-had our Convers 
| | fation tn the World, 2 Cor.t,12. Which for.us is a Witnels, — 
1) eee _ for the convincing of our’ Enemies. For this we can fay to 
| ; all the world, We have wronged 10 mans perfox.or poffeffions, 
we have ufed 70 force, nor vielence againft aay man, wehave 
been found ino Plots, nor guilty of Seditionwhen we have 
been wronged, we Bagg not fought to revenge our felves; 
we have not made refiftance againft Authority, but wherein 
we could not obey for Confcience-fake, wehave fuffered 
even the moft of any people in the Nation; we have been 
accounted as fheepe for the flaughter, perfecuted and de- 
fpifed, beaten, ftoned, wounded, flocked, whi pped, impri- 
foned, haled out of Synagogues , caftinto Dungeons and 
noifome Vaults, where mary have dyed in bonds, fhut up 
from our Friends , denied: needful Suftenance for. many 
— dayes together, with other the like Cruelties; andthe caufe 
| of all chis our fufferings, is not for any evil, but for things 
| i relating to the Worfhip of our God, and in obedience ¥- 
eS _ to his Requirings of us; Fon which Cane wee foal 
; freely give up our Bodies a Sacrifice 5 rather thei difobey the 
Lord: For weknow, asthe Lord hath Kept usinnocent, fo 
he will plead our Catfe, when there is nonein the Earth to 
pleadit, So we in obedience unto his Truth, do not-loye> 
our fives unto the death, that we may do his will; and’ 
wrong no man in our Generation, but feek the Good and 
Peace of allmen: And he that hath commandeth us, That 
we fhall not (wear at all, Mat.5.34),-hath alfo'Commanded. 
us, That we (hall not kill, Mat.5. So.thag we-can neither Ai 
men, not fwear for, nor againft thems... And thisis both our 
Principle and Praftice, and hath been from the beginning, 
So that if we fuffer, as fufpe@ed to take up Armes,or make> 
war againit any,it is without anysround from us; for it nei- 
ther is,nor ever was in our hearts fince we ownedthe truth 
of God; neither fhall we ever do it becaufe it is contrary Re 
: the: 
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the Spirit of Chrift,hisDo@rine,and the praice of his Ax 


poftles,even contrary to him for whom we fuffer all things 
andendareali things, = Sig ae 

And whereas men come againft ns withClubs , Staves, 
Drawn Swords, Piffols cock?t, anddo beat , cut and abufe ns 


"yet we never refifted chem, but to them our Hair, Backs, 


and Cheeks have been ready; butitis not an honour to 
Manhood nor Nobility , to run upon harmlefs people, 


who lift not up & hand againft them, with Arms and Wea. 


_ pons, 


. Thersfore confider thefe things ye men of Underftand: 
ing: For Plotters, Raifersof Infurre@ions, Tumultuous 
ones, and Fighters,running with Swords, Clubs, Staves and 


Piftols one againft another; we fay, Thefe are of the World3. 


and hath its foundation from this Unrighteous World; 


from the foundation of which, the Lamb hath been flain, 


whichLamb hath redeemed us from this unrighteous world; 
And we are not of it, buc are Heirs of a World in which: 


thereisno End, and of a Kingdom where no corruptible- 


thing enters: And our Weapons re [piritual, and mot car= 


wal, yet Mighty throughGodig to the pulliag down of the ft oe 


holds of fin and Satan, who is Author 6f ars, Fighting, Murs 


der, and Plots;and our Swords are broken into Plow-fhares. . 


and Spears into Pruning- hooks, as prophelied of in A4icah 4. 


Therefore we cannot learn War any more , neither rifeup: 


again{t Nation orKingdom with outward weapons,thoughi 
you have numbred us:amongft the Tranfgreffors.and Plot- 


ters; the Lord knows our Innocency herein, and will plead 
our Gaufe with all Men and People upon Barth ; atthe day 


of their Judgement, whenall men fhall havea reward ac- 
cording ro their Works, | 

. Pherefore ix Jove we warn you for your fouls good ; ot 
10 wrong the Innocent , nor the Babes of Chritt, which hee- 
hath in his Hand, which he tenders as the Apple of hig 


Bye; neither feeke to deftroy the Heritage of God; xei- 
ther turn your Swords backward, upon fuch as the Law was. 
not made for, ic. the Righteous, but for the Sinners and 


Tranfgrefsors, tokeep them down. For thofe are not the ~ 


Peace-makers, neither the Loversof Enemies; neither can 


they. 


they overcom Evil with Good, who°wrong them that bee 
Friends to You and All Men, and wifh Your Good,and the 
good of all people on the Earth. If you opprefs usas they - 
did the children of i/rae/ in Egypt; andif you opprefs us as 
they did. when Chrift was born , and-as they did the Chrifti- 
ans in the primitive times, we can fay, The Lord forgive you; 
and leavethe Lord to deal with you, and not revenge our 
‘felves, And if you fay as the Council faid to Peter and Fohz, 
You muft (peak 10 more in that Name: and if you ferve us as - 
they ferved the 7 bree Children {poken of in Daniel, God is 
the fame as ever he was, that lives for ever and ever, who 
hath the Innocent in‘his Arms. 2 & | 
~ Oh Friends ! offend not the Lord and his Litt/e Oxes;nei- 
_ ther afflict his People; but confider, and-be moderate, and 
do not run haftilyinto things; but mind,and confider 1Zer- 
cy, fufticeand Judgement, that is the way for you to pro- 
{per, and get che favour of theLord, Our Meetings were. 
ftopped and broken up in the dayes of O/izer,in pretence of 
Plotting again{t him;and in the days of the Parliament and 
Committee of Safety, we were looked upon as ‘Plotters to. 
_ bringin KING .CHARLES; and now we are called Ploc~: 
ters againit KING CHARLES. Obthat men fhould lofe: 
their Reafon, and-go .contrary to their own: confcience, 
Knowing that we have fuffered all chings, and have been ac- 
~ counted Plotters all along,though we have declared againit 
them both by wordof mouth and Printing , andare clear 
from any fuch things, though we have fuffered all along be- 
caufe we would not:takeup carnal weapons to fight withal 
-againtt any; and arethus madea prey upon, becaufe we are 
the innocent lambs of Chrift, and cannot avenge our felves, 
‘Thefe things are left upon your hearts toconfider: But we 
are out of allthofe things, inthe patience of the Saints; 
and we know, that as. Chrift faid |) He thar takes the Sword, 
{hall perifh withthe {wordy Mat.26,52.Rev,13.10, Be 
This 3 given forth from the Peoplecalled Quakers , to {a- 
tisfie the King and his Councils and all thofe that have 
any jealoufie concerang Us, that all occafion of { uf piti« 
on may be taken away, and our Innocency cleared. — 
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Given forth under our Names, & in the behalfof the whole 
Body of the Elect People of God, who are called Quakers, 


George Fox : “Gerrded Roberts. Henry Felis 
Rich. Hubberthorn  Fohn Belton John Hinde ~~ 
Fohu Subbs Leonard Fell ‘John Furley, juny 


Francis Howell = SamuelFifher Thomas Moore. 
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PI Hough we are numbred with Plottersia this late Proclamae 


tion, and put in the midft of them, and numbred among ft 


Tran greffors, and to have been given upto allrude y mercileffe 


men ,by which our Meetings are broken up,in which we edified one 


another in our holy Faith, and prayed together to the Lord that- 


lives for every yet he 1s our pleader for usin this Day; the Lord 


faith, They that feared his Name, fpoke often together, as 


iz Malachy, which were as his Jewels: And for this caufe , and 
no evil-doing, are we caft inte Holes, Dungeons, Houfes of Cor- 
retbion, Prifons: they {paring neither old nor young, men nor woe 
mens and [aft [old to all Natio, and made a prey to all Natious, 
under pretence of being Plotters, [othat all rude people run upow 
us to take poffelfion, for which we:fay, the Lord forgive them that 
have thus done to ws, who doth, and will enable us tofuffer: And 
never hall we lift up a hand againf? any man that doth thus ufe 
us:-But that the Lord may have mercy upon then, that they may 
confider what they have done; for how is it hardly poffible for thems 
to requite us for the wrong they have done to ws?Who to all Nate 
ons: have founded us abroad as P lotters,whowere never foundPlot- 


ters againft any Power or Man upon the Earth, fince we knew the 


Life & Power of Fefus Chrif? manifefted in us who hath redeem- 
ed us fromthe World, and-all works of darkue{s ,- and Plotters 


that be in it, by which we know our Elestion before the world ben 
gan. Sowefay,The Lord have mercy upon onr Enemies 5 and 


forgive them, for that they have done unto us. 
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 Atursherer, which we in Chrifts which was before they were, tri- 


Weapons, we do deny » who havethe Sword of the Spirit. Aud 
all. that wrong us, we leave themto the Lord 3 aud this is to clear 


7. ie ROCREES - cee ae 
For we are harmleffe, whofoever hurts us ,.in fo doing doth a 
feven-fold hurt unto bimfelf ; becanfe we can hurt no man, but 


though they be Enemies to us: And out of this life there ts no 
—strne and fonnd Faith : Bur allts corrupt, deftroying and peri(he 


ang the foul. . 


~alktheWorld, 
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N Orwithftanding our publication of this, is in 
, order tono other end,but nakedly for the clear- 
‘ing of our innocency ; yet fuch hath been the appa- 
rent malicioufnefs of fuch as are in prefent Power in 
this Ciry, that rather then our Innoceticy and Inte- 
gtity fhould bee underftood by the People, who 


taking away the whole firft Impreffion, >” 


eS ee 


| iS Riotous Meetings, we do des 
gy as deeds of darkneffe kuoxing them to be of the Devil , the 
| umph over them: And all Wars-and F ightings with Carnal 


| e | our Innocency from that Afperfion caft wpon ws, That wee are e 
‘do love all men, and pray for , and défire to do good to all men, 


- This the Peoplecalled QU AKERS do witnefs to 


a a er 
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through Lying Accufations are prejudiced againft 
us, have done whatin them lay, to prevent its com- 
ing forth to publike View, bya Violentand Unjuft _ 


Oho as you would bedone by, and do unto all men as you 
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uld have them do unto you;for this ts but the Law and the Prow 
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